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Discussion 4
Introduction
For decades, corruption has been likened to cancer in society, eating through the fabrics of society and institutions, regardless of whether they are private or state-owned institutions. With the fast rate of spreading, the vice has attracted attention from relevant authorities, both locally and internationally, who have made it their mission to fight the social issue. With the growth of corruption, other vices have emerged in society, including white-collar crimes, threatening to change society's structure negatively (Johnston, 2014). 
Question 1
While going through the readings, the most intriguing and puzzling question that I came across, which is contrary to my previous thought is; what needs to be done to develop institutions and social foundations that are able to withstand the stress of reforms? When developing anti-corruption laws, social fragility is a fundamental issue of consideration. According to Johnston (2014), fragility refers to situations where key institutions, including the state, lack the capacity and resilience to counter corruption. The notion is intriguing since I think that a vast majority of nations possess the relevant machinery and ability to deal with cancer. Before going through this particular reading, it never hit me that institutions, including states, could be incapacitated to the extent where they are rendered incapable of dealing with corruption. While states have control of all required machinery, including the law enforcement agencies and the legal systems, I do not think there is any possible way to render it incapable of dealing with corruption.
Question 2
Numerous investigations have found that white-collar criminals develop their techniques with time, some originating from as early as an adolescent stage where they cheat in tests and exams and are rewarded with good grades (Van Slyke, Benson, & Cullen, 2016). Such behavior is often carried into adulthood as a skill for survival. In criminology, the social control theory argues the ‘advantages’ and ‘benefits’ that criminals associate with crime prompt them into committing crimes. Furthermore, as these individuals transition into adulthood, they develop improved ways of committing a crime, mainly financial crimes, owing to the ‘advantages’ associate with such activities. Such behavior can be explained using the learning theory. The social learning theory postulates that the learning processes in a social structure result in both conforming and deviant behavior. In simple terms, the theory states that criminal behavior can be learned just like any other life skills (Van Slyke, Benson, & Cullen, 2016). 
Question 3
When thinking about criminal qualities, one question comes to mind; are criminals born or made? According to Van Slyke, Benson, & Cullen (2016), while numerous white-collar crimes can be traced to habits and behaviors developed in the adolescent stage, various factors exist that dictate the development of criminal qualities in individuals. These factors include an increased tendency to take more risks, the need for attention, and even support from peers. These factors create a ground for the development of other traits within the individual. These traits aim to ensure they continue experiencing success as a prerequisite for peer support and attention. With time, the features become a description of the individual's personality, and by the time they get to adulthood, it is part of them (Van Slyke, Benson, & Cullen, 2016). Research has found that criminal qualities and behavior originate from personality traits, making it difficult to 'unlearn' such attributes.


Conclusion
In conclusion, the vice of corruption has become a common menace across the globe, prompting governments and other institutions to put up mechanisms specifically designed to deal with it. However, as we have seen, specific issues exist that make this endeavor almost impossible to undertake. Additionally, with the onset of 'smart' crimes like the WC crimes, it is up to the relevant authorities to consider all possible factors that may help deal with such crimes, including reviewing the psychological aspect in criminals (Johnston, 2014). 
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